MANAGING AUTHORITY OF CIP INTERREG

PROGRAMME INTERREG III B ARCHIMED

	Code Number 
	A.1.103

	   1
	Priority Axis
	Strategies for spatial planning development, development of urban systems and integration of the island areas.

	   1
	Measure
	Elaboration of projects for spatial planning management at the transnational level.

	Project Title
	Mediterranean Technology Led Incubator Co-Operation

	Acronym
	MEDI-CUBE

	Lead Partner
	Aristotle University of Thessaloniki – URENIO Research Unit (GR)

	Project Partners
	Region of Central Macedonia (GR)

	
	Province of Matera (IT)

	
	Brindisi Province  (IT)

	
	Calabria Region (IT)

	
	MATIMOP – Israeli Industry Center for R&D (ME)

	APPROVED BUDGET

	Total Budget (1+2) 
	1.028.146,98

	1. Total Budget EU
	1.028.146,98

	a) ERDF
	   635.111,53

	b) National Contribution
	   393.053,45

	2. Total Budget Third Countries
	0

	a) National Contribution
	0

	Project Time Schedule
	22 months (06/2006 - 03/2008)


DESCRIPTION
The project MEDI-CUBE is addressing the problem of relatively low performance of target areas in innovation capacity compared to Northern European member states. The innovation index for Greece is 0.20, for Cyprus is 0.17, for Italy is 0.31 comparing to EU-15 which is 0.44 (source European Innovation Scoreboard 2004 Comparative Analysis of Innovation Performance). The project aims at enhancing the abilities of targeted incubators to initiate the innovation environment so innovation can flourish among their tenant high-tech SMEs. 

The main objectives of the project are the following:

· To create a fertile environment inside incubators where innovation will flourish among the participant start-up companies;
· To improve innovation build-up capacity in the remote areas of South-eastern Europe;
· To advance networking in capitalizing on the innovative characteristics of the area.
The project will implement a series of tools, applications, agreements and events enabling incubators to offer advanced technology and innovation services to their tenant companies and to external organisations.  

To achieve this objective, the project includes the following work packages:
1. Creation of a network of 10-20 incubators.
2. Analysis of the business and technology environment.
3. Development of an online platform with an innovation toolbox to facilitate the transfer of technologies and product innovation to tenant companies.
4. Training of all network members in the adaptation and use of the toolbox in their particular business environment.

5. Pilot implementation of the platform in sixteen cases in different industry sectors, such as food, IT, health, telecommunications, energy, automation and development of the corresponding technology services. 

6. Evaluation of pilot applications and exchange of good practice based on the results of the pilot applications.

The expected results will be the creation of an environment where innovation can flourish among high tech SMEs of incubators through cooperation, networking, and transfer of technologies and collaboration on exploiting the innovation results. Thus, the target group defined is the high-tech tenant SMEs incubators situated in the project’s member states. 

